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 MEMORANDUM

To: Eric Anderson, Office of the National Western Center,  
Mayor’s Office, City and County of Denver 

From:  Laurie Matthews, MIG; Nore Winter & Julie Husband, Winter&Co. 
Date:  June 2018 
Re:  Campus Character Areas  

INTRODUCTION 
The National Western Center (NWC) complex possesses a rich and unique history 
which is evident in the historic fabric still present on site. As stewards look towards 
the future there is a desire to retain some of the historic character and stories of 
the site in the vision and plan for the future. This memo is one of a series of 
products produced by the historic and cultural specialists on the Placemaking Team 
to help this project meet:  

• National Western Center’s vision for the site as:  
o the global destination for agricultural heritage and innovation;  

• One of the goals for the National Western Center, that this site:  
o will honor our past for future generations; and  

• Several of National Western Center’s guiding principles:  
o celebrate western heritage;  
o grow local, regional and global intelligence;  
o embrace an ethic of regeneration;  
o build cultural crossroads;  
o engage the river; 
o be pioneering;  
o fun/entertaining; and  
o community and neighborhood integration.  

Portions of this memo have been incorporated into the Campus Cultural Plan, and 
the full memo is included as an appendix to illustrate what went into developing 
character areas and themes for the campus. This memo complements the Historic 
Resource Treatment Recommendations Memo which was developed at the end of 
2017 to provide information to the Placemaking Team as the master site plan was 
being revised. That memo provided a range of options that were considered and 
discussed by the Placemaking Team and will remain as a draft to record that 
process. 

This memo which focuses on Campus Character Areas and Themes: 

• Identifies notable historic developments, events and facilities for each NWC 
campus character area; 
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• Identifies potential interpretive themes for use by future designers, artists and 
developers; and  

• Highlights key facilities and public spaces within each character area as defined 
by the revised 2018 master site plan, developed by the Placemaking Team. 

CHARACTER AREAS MEMO METHODOLOGY 
The Placemaking Team was provided with research materials that highlighted the 
historic development of the NWC complex. These reports, articles, videos, 
photographs, books, maps and aerials provided an overview of how the site 
intersected with the community, the state and the nation. Limited additional 
research was required to fill in critical gaps of knowledge. 

The Placemaking Team relied primarily on information from recently developed 
surveys and reports including: 

• Historic Resources Inventory Report: National Western Center 
Redevelopment Draft by Mead & Hunt (November 2017) 

• Colorado Cultural Resource Surveys: National Western Center by Mead & 
Hunt (November 2017) 

• National Western Historic Preservation Study by SlaterPaull Architects (2014) 
• National Western Center Master Plan (2015) 

To maintain consistency with ongoing work that Mead & Hunt is doing, the 
Placemaking Team used their Historic Resources Inventory Report as a guide for 
naming conventions. In the case of some landscape features that were not 
documented by Mead & Hunt, the Placemaking Team used the most common 
historic name available in the literature. Historic era plans, which are included in 
this memo and show how the site developed over time, may use abbreviated 
names for sites, but generally follow those used by Mead & Hunt. 

RELATIONSHIP TO NWC MASTER PLAN 
The information contained herein used the 2015 NWC Master Plan as a framework 
for the delineation of the site’s character areas, which were then updated through 
the process of revising the master plan in 2018.  

Ideas from this memo were discussed through the master plan revision process and 
in relationship to the development of the Campus Cultural Plan. Those that resonate 
will be included in the Campus Cultural Plan which has a broader vision for the 
campus including recommendations for interpretation and public art, and will define 
the sense of place and cultural vision for the campus so that future plans can retain 
important aspects of the past while looking forward. 

Historic events and characteristics identified in this memo are part of the foundation 
of the NWC campus, provide touchstones needed to ground people’s experience in 
this place, and can help it retain the unique character for which it’s known.  
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CHARACTER AREAS OVERVIEW 
The 2015 NWC Master Plan identified nine “character areas” based on their 
geographic location and the proposed uses expected within each. Those character 
areas were updated following the revision of the master site plan in early 2018 by 
the Placemaking team and now include ten. For each of the character area 
descriptions below, there is a small location map which depicts the footprint of the 
area in orange overlaid on the 2018 Site Plan.  

Each character area narrative includes a description, a bullet list of currently 
proposed and exisiting facilities and public spaces, a summary of each area’s 
history supplemented by historic photographs, and potential interpretive themes. 
The notation “(E)” refers to existing facilities and public spaces, and the notation 
“(P)” refers to proposed facilities and public spaces. Proposed facilities may shift as 
refinements are made to the overall site plan, but they serve as a reference point 
based on the most recently approved plan. 

A series of historic era plans for the site as a whole are included to depict the 
evolution of the entire site over a 125-year period. They focus on the NWC project 
area, but in some cases include information about adjacent neighborhoods. The 
historic era plans show how the character areas changed over time, with a focus on 
roads, buildings and structure development. 

 
Figure 1: c.1934 overview of project area (National Western Stock Show Association Archive) 
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Figure 2: Character Areas Overview Map 
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CHARACTER AREA 1: GLOBEVILLE 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
Area Description and Key Map  

The Globeville/Washington Street area is 
located at the west side of the study area 
between Washington Street and the South 
Platte River in the Globeville Neighborhood. 
This area is currently characterized by large 
blocks of underutilized industrial land and 
lacks the basic infrastructure for good 
connections to the river and the core of the 
NWC campus. The Globeville Neighborhood 
plan recommends this area for mixed-use 
redevelopment by improving access and 
circulation and creating an active edge along 
the west side of the river. 

Key Facilities and Public Spaces  

Key Facilities 

• There are no existing or proposed NWC facilities or program elements that 
are anticipated in this area, but there is potential to attract new businesses 
related to agriculture and education.  

Public Spaces 

• South Platte River Waterfront (P) 
• Regional Open Space/Northside Park and Heron Pond (E & P) 

Historic Development and Character 

Although Character Area 1 was first established as a mining settlement, Globeville 
would mature as a residential area where meat processing plant and DUSY 
employees lived and raised their families. Significant north-south connections to 
downtown, such as I-25 (the Valley Highway), were built after the war and radically 
altered the landscape and access across the neighborhood. In the 1960s, the 
neighborhood was again divided by the east-west I-70 viaduct and other 
infrastructure projects. The highway projects created isolated pockets of residential 
areas with only a couple access points, such as East 47th Avenue and Washington 
Street. Between 1966 and 1975, the City had hoped to transform Globeville into an 
industrial park with no residential uses, and residential property owners were 
pressured by zoning ordinance restrictions that prevented them from making 
upgrades or repairs to their properties.1 As a result, deferred maintenance and 

                                      
1 “Welcome to Globeville,” 5280: Denver’s Mile High Magazine, November 2014 
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blight is a major issue for property owners, as well as distrust in governance. The 
character of the area is defined by edges and barriers that separate uses and 
communities. The housing stock is working class and modest, dotted by various 
houses of worship but little commercial development. In 1993, Globeville prevailed 
against the Asarco Globe company in an environmental justice settlement that 
would largely clean up the neighborhood through 2015. 

Character Area 1 is distinguished by the west bank of the South Platte River, the 
Globeville neighborhood, rail lines, and former industrial sites that have been the 
focus of a federal environmental clean up process since 1993. It is not captured in 
the historic era plans included at the end of this memo since it is outside the project 
area boundary. 

Potential Interpretive Themes 

• Settlement, Planning and Urbanization 
o Neighborhoods 

 Globeville settlement 
o Social Fabric of Neighborhoods 

 Extended families living near one another 
 Hard physical labor in smelters, meatpacking plants, stockyards 
 Community organizations such as Ladies Auxillary, sports 

teams, fraternal clubs, schools, facilities for working mothers 
o Subdivisions and Annexation 
o Immigration 

 Welsh 
 Hispanic 
 Eastern European 
 Russian, Slavic 

• Transportation and Infrastructure 
o Streetcars and trolleys 
o Railroads 

• Industrial 
o Meatpacking 
o Animal products (soap, tallow, creams, etc). 
o Mining Industry 

 Smelting 
• American Indians (rivers are places where significant tribal sites and 

archaeological remains are likely) 
o Arapaho Tribe 
o Cheyenne Tribe 
o Ute Tribe 
o Other tribes with interest in area 
o Archaeological Resources (Northwest Nature and History Museum?) 

• Natural Resources 
o Clean up of the South Platte River by the Platte River Greenway 

Foundation and other partners 
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SELECT CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS 

• 1889: Globeville incorporated 
• 1900: Swansea, Elyria and Globeville annexed by City of Denver 
• 1908: Streetcar service available in Globeville 
• 1937 (circa): Northside Sewage Plant built 
• 1948-1958: Valley Highway built (I-25) 
• 1960: “Mousetrap”, where I-25 and I-70 meet, is constructed, bisecting the 

Globeville neighborhood in quadrants 
• 1964: I-70 built 
• 1987: Contamination at the Asarco plant was being studied, and would 

eventually become a Superfund site 
• 1993: Globeville residents win a $28 million settlement 
• 1994: Contamination clean up commences in Globeville and removes 12”-18” 

of contaminated dirt from the neighborhood. 
• 1995 (circa): Northside Sewage Plant closed; park design begins 
• 1999: Northside Park built on former sewage plant site 

 

Character Area 1 images 

 
Figure 3: circa 1944 aerial with the character area highlighted 
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CHARACTER AREA 2: SOUTH PLATTE RIVER 
 
Area Description and Key Map  

The South Platte River character area runs for 
approximately 1.3 miles from Globeville 
Landing Park to Northside Park along the 
western edge of the NWC and contains 
approximately 12 acres. Today, the river is 
largely inaccessible from the west due to the 
Globeville Levee and from the east due to the 
Delgany Interceptor sanitary sewer lines and 
the Denver Rock Island Railroad (DRIR).2 This 
area is a prime opportunity to create a series 
of spaces and activities to allow the 
neighborhoods and the users of the NWC 
campus to engage the river. By consolidating 
the DRIR railroad and by either relocating or 
burying the Delgany Interceptors, the river 
will have greater visbility and the public will 
have greater access. 

Key Facilities and Public Spaces 
 
Key Facilities 

• No planned facilities 

Public Spaces 

• Mix of active, manicured spaces and natural river habitat that will give users 
a wide range of experiences along the length of the river. Ideas include 
interpretive landscapes, growing fields, small plazas, outdoor classrooms, 
lawn area, and places to touch and interact directly with the river (P).3 

Historic Development and Character 

Character Area 2 is defined by the east banks of the South Platte River. 
Predevelopment, the riverbank was a grassy riparian zone with clusters of native 
trees. During the early years of settlement, land near the river was dotted with 
                                      
2 The Denver Rock Island Railroad was also known as the the Denver Union Stock Yards 
(DUSY) rail line. 
3 The US Army Corps of Engineer’s Denver Urban Waterways Restoration Study identifies 
restorative improvements to three major urban waterways — Harvard Gulch, Weir Gulch, 
and the South Platte River from 6th to 58th Avenues — in the City and County of Denver. 
The South Platte River study goals are ecosystem habitat restoration, flood risk 
management, and improved access to recreation and environmental education 
opportunities. 
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smelters and mining related industry that required access to rail and water while 
keeping a fair distance from residential uses. As the Stock Show developed, 
meatpacking facilities set up operations adjacent to the river, polluting its waters 
with slaughterhouse waste that would eventually be recycled by rendering plants 
into other products. The notorious smells from these facilities would become known 
across Denver. Rail development and adjacent business operations were a major 
influence to how the area evolved. Today, the site is affected by the railroads, 
Delgany Interceptor sanitary sewer lines, adjacent stockyards, South Platte River, 
and the Denver Hardwoods building, which will remain.  

Historic era plans show little development in Character Area 2 until after 1965. 
There were no documented buildings and structures along the east bank of the 
South Platte River before 1909, but some cattle pens existed there. Between 1929-
1965, DRIR established spur lines into the rear of large meatpacking facilities and 
barns (See Character Area 6).  

Potential Interpretive Themes 

• Transportation and Infrastructure 
o Sewers 

 Construction of the Delgany Interceptor and relationship to 
Northside Wastewater Treatment Facility 

 Construction of lift station #5 
o South Platte River 

 South Platte River Trail – primary route used by gold seekers 
and others in the 1850s and 1860s 

o Railroads 
 Role of DUSY of owning and building rail 
 Role of rail operators (DRIR) 
 Role of companies (Swift, Armour, smelters, etc.) in rail and 

spur development  
• Settlement, Planning and Urbanization 

o Demolition of historic fabric for parking lots 
• American Indians (rivers are places where significant tribal sites and 

archaeological remains are likely) 
o Arapaho Tribe 
o Cheyenne Tribe 
o Ute Tribe 
o Other tribes with interest in area 
o Archaeological Resources (Northwest Nature and History Museum?) 

• Industrial 
o Meatpacking 
o Construction of sheep bridge connecting the sheep market to the 

processors on the west side of the river (Character Area 1) 
• Natural Resources 

o Platte River and Riparian Area 
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o Clean up of the South Platte River by the Platte River Greenway 
Foundation and other partners 

SELECT CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS 
• 1881 Roland and Irving Smith established a hog slaughtering plant, possibly 

the first such operation in the area 
• 1881-99: The river ran red with stockyard, slaughterhouse and packinghouse 

waste until rendering plants began to process the waste into fertilizer, soap, 
skin cream and other products.  

• 1890: Meatpacking industry started with small factories that opened in the 
1890s near the smelters, including Smith Bros. on Washington Street on the 
west side of the river, and Hoffer Brothers on the east side of the river. 

• 1876: The Riverside Cemetery was established in 1876 on 77 acres of land 
along the South Platte River. 

Character Area 2 images 

 
Figure 4: 1936 aerial of the project area with the character area highlighted 
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Figure 5: pre 1944 aerial of the project area 
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Figure 6: 1925 photograph of the area around 46th Avenue and the Platte River bridge looking toward 
Swift’s plant in the center background. 
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CHARACTER AREA 3: NWCC STATION AND ELYRIA 
NEIGHBORHOOD NORTH 
Area Description and Key Map  

The Elyria Neighborhood TOD and NWC Station area will be a prime entry point into 
the neighborhood and the NWC from the new RTD commuter rail station located at 
49th Avenue and Brighton Boulevard (expected to open in 2018). Today, the area is 
largely underutilized industrial land that has a large potential for redevelopment in 
the northern part of Elyria.  

Key Facilities and Public Spaces 

Facilities 
• In the 2015 Master Plan, a 800-1000 
space mixed-use parking structure was 
proposed on half of the Denver Public 
Schools (DPS) site located at 48th Avenue 
and Brighton Boulevard. This new facility was 
proposed to be 4-5 stories high with 
retail/commercial uses on the ground floor 
(P). The new site plan developed in early 
2018 relocated the parking structure under 
the Equestrian Center in Character Area 6. 
• Commuter Rail Station (P) 

Public Spaces 

• NWC Station Transit Oriented 
Development (TOD)4 Plaza incorporating 
landscape material that highlight it as a 
special and unique place (P).  

• New 49th Avenue (P). 
 
Historic Development and Character 

Character Area 3 was originally a mining settlement. The Elyria neighborhood was 
significantly affected by the development of the NWSS, but was also an important 

                                      

4 Transit-oriented development, or TOD, includes a mix of commercial, residential, office 
and entertainment centered around or located near a transit station. Dense, walkable, 
mixed-use development near transit attracts people and adds to vibrant, connected 
communities. Successful TOD depends on access and density around the transit station. 
Convenient access to transit fosters development, while density encourages people to use 
the transit system (Federal Transit Administration, https://www.transit.dot.gov/TOD) 
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residential area where meat packing workers and DUSY employees lived. Industry 
sprang up in Elyria and included pickle and cracker factories, breweries, and flour 
mills. West Elyria, as it would become known, was located next to the Stadium 
Arena along Lafayette Street. Today, Character Area 3 is distinguished by the Elyria 
neighborhood, large staging areas bounded by the railroad, warehouses, parking 
lots, and major street such as E. 49th Avenue and Brighton Boulevard. 

Historic era plans do not include information for Character Area 3. The area was 
known over time to function as a quarry, a racetrack, and a City-owned dump. 

Potential Interpretive Themes 

• Transportation and Infrastructure 
o Brighton Boulevard 
o Railroads 

 History 
 Business 

• Settlement, Planning and Urbanization 
o Denver Development – embracing Stock Show, impact of Stock Show 

on Denver 
 Economy 
 Culture 

o Elyria settlement (platted 1881); connection of the west edge of Elyria 
next to Stock Show with residences and businesses, community 
gathering locations 

o Historic uses of the area including a quarry, racetrack, dump 
o Immigration 

 Welsh 
 Hispanic 
 Eastern European 
 Russian, Slavic 

o Social Fabric of Neighborhoods 
 Extended families living near one another 
 Hard physical labor in smelters, meatpacking plants, stockyards 
 Community organizations such as Ladies Auxillary, sports 

teams, fraternal clubs, schools, facilities for working mothers 
 Three Mile House (c.1900) site and its function as a a farm, 

dairy, inn, saloon and social hall in Elyria-Swansea 
 

SELECT CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS 
• 1881: Town of Elyria platted by the Denver Land Improvement Company and 

A.C. Fisk. It included residential streets, stores, taverns and public buildings. 
• 1890: Elyria incorporated and town ordinances established a fire department, 

named streets, established plumbing, and provided franchises for water, 
electricity, and transportation. 
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• 1892: Steetcar comes to Elyria which provided service to Riverside Cemetery 
via Brighton Boulevard; trolleys run on Josephine.  

• 1893: Smelters and mining interest in the area were set back with the repeal 
of the Sherman Silber Purchase Act. Many workers laid off by smelters, but 
they quickly found work in the rapidly expanding meatpacking industry. 

• 1902: City of Denver had annexed Elyria, Swansea, and Globeville. West 
Elyria would be directly affected by the ongoing expansion of the Stock 
Show. 

• 1919: NWSS purchases properties east of Lafayette Street. Through the 
decades, most of the houses in West Elyria were bought and demolished to 
make room for more parking 

• 1964: Completion of the I-70 viaduct bisected the Elyria-Swansea 
neighborhood and the area between the Stadium Arena and Denver Coliseum 

Character Area 3 images 

 

Figure 7: pre 1944 aerial of the area with the character area highlighted 
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Figure 8: circa 1900 Three-Mile House was an Elyria neighborhood landmark (Denver Public Library) 
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CHARACTER AREA 4: NEW ARENA AND TRADE 
SHOW/EXHIBITION HALL AND WEST ELYRIA NEIGHBORHOOD 
Area Description and Key Map  

The New Arena and Trade Show/Exhibition Hall area is approximately 27 acres and 
is located in the southeast quadrant of the NWC, north of I-70 and west of Brighton 
Boulevard. The area currently includes the Events Center, surface parking, and a 
few smaller commercial and residential buildings. 

Key Facilities and Public Spaces 

Facilities  

• The New Arena is the NWC flagship building 
that replaces the uses currently existing at 
the Denver Coliseum. This new facility has 
10,000 fixed seats and serves as the main 
performance facility at NWC (P). 
• The new Trade Show/Exposition Hall is a 
multi-purpose, year-round facility that 
provides 350,000 SF of flexible exhibit space 
and is a three-level facility (P).  

Public Spaces 

• Elyria Plaza is the ceremonial front door to 
the NWC from Brighton Boulevard and the 
primary gateway into the site (P). 

• Arena Square is the primary outdoor exhibit plaza at NWC (P). 
• 47th Avenue “Festival Street” (P). 

Historic Development and Character 

Character Area 4 is distinguished by the West Elyria neighborhood and the spread 
of residents, businesses and shops along Lafayette Street during the early years of 
the Stock Show. The north portion of the Character Area had a significant tenant for 
over 90 years: the Blayney-Murphy/Cudahy/Sigman processing plant. The Cudahy 
steel bridge connected the plant to the sheep barns and stockyards (see Character 
Area 6). Ward’s Hotel was a prominent social venue for the Stock Show, in 
operation for over 70 years at the intersection of E. 47th Avenue and Lafayette 
Street. Private homes and civic buildings were developed in West Elyria, including 
4701 Brighton and the Elryia Town Hall. 

Historic era plans show gradual development in Character Area 4, starting with the 
Cudahy Meat Packing Plant in 1904. The plant would expand greatly by 1938. The 
Cudahy plant is gone and I-70 creates an interchange zone in the southern portion 
of the character area. Smaller buildings are visible in Elyria. 
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Potential Interpretive Themes  

• Settlement, Planning and Urbanization 
o Neighborhoods 

• Elyria settlement (platted 1881); connection of the west edge of 
Elyria next to Stock Show with residences and businesses, 
community gathering locations 

o Immigration 
• Welsh 
• Hispanic 
• Eastern European 
• Russian, Slavic 

• National Western Center 
o National Western Stock Show 

 Events 
 Equestrians 
 Event Center 
 Entertainment 
 Partnerships 
 Economy 
 Education (National, CSU) 
 Entertainment 
 Volunteers 
 Exhibitors (Day in the life through the eras) 
 Food Trends (Prohibition, Cracker Jack, etc.) 

o Development patterns 
 Evolution and change 
 Expansion over time 
 Demolition of historic fabric for parking lots 
 Circulation and access changes 

SELECT CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS 
• 1899: Ward’s Hotel constructed at 4720 Lafayette Street 
• 1904: Blayney-Murphy/Cudahy/Sigman/Bar-S Packing Company built 
• 1946: Shambles Inn established (1946-1978), 4696 Humboldt Street on the 

southeast corner of East 47th Avenue 
• 1946: Stadium Bar and Grill established 
• 1960s-1970s: As Meatpacking industry began shifting towards rural 

operations, giant meatpackers Swift, Armour and Cudahy were forced to 
close their Denver plants. One by one the plants were demolished to make 
way for NWSS parking lots. 

• 1972: Ward’s Hotel demolished to make room for NWC expansion  
• 1976: Pens were pulled out in the area north of Cudahy Bridge to provide 

more public parking. 
• 1995: $30 million bond allows for construction of the Events Center, 

Paddock, and Horse Barn – Denver is now a premiere destination for equine 
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events. Block and traffic patterns in these areas changed to accommodate 
larger footprint facilities.  

• 1997: Denver Summit of Eight, a meeting of the world’s leaders, took place 
at the Events Center.  

• 1999: Blayney-Murphy/Cudahy/Sigman/Bar-S Packing Company building 
demolished on northwest corner of E. 48th Avenue and Brighton Boulevard to 
make room for a parking lot  

Character Area 4 images 

 

 

 

Figure 9: pre 1944 aerial of the project area with the character area highlighted 
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Figure 10: 1934 area east of the railroad at Wards Hotel and an underpass in the foreground  
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CHARACTER AREA 5: COLORADO COMMONS AND STADIUM 
ARENA 
Area Description and Key Map  

Colorado Commons is located north of I-70, and east of the BNSF/RTD rail lines. 
This area currently contains the NWSS Administration Building/Hall of Education, 
Exposition Hall, Livestock Hall, Stadium Hall and the 1909 Stadium Arena. The 
Arena is a treasured historic structure that draws people to participate in events 

and showing amimals because of its rich 
history. 

Key Facilities and Public Spaces 

Facilities  

• 1909 Stadium Arena was the first 
major public facility built for Stock Show 
events. The Master Plan calls for this 
building to take on a new role, perhaps an 
active public market, a commercial/ 
teaching kitchen that can be used by the 
community, and/or a multi-use events space 
in the main arena (E). 

Public Spaces 

• Bettie Cram Drive will be a new road 
between Washington Street and Brighton 
Boulevard providing access to almost all of 

the major venues at the NWC. It will be a two-lane street with continuous 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and provide a new “gateway” across the 
river from the west and connect Elyria-Swansea to Globeville (P).  

Historic Development and Character 

Character Area 5 is distinguished by a historic concentration of key NWC-support 
facilities, including the 1909 Stadium Arena and Stadium Hall. Earlier development 
included various single and multi-leveled livestock barns (made of concrete, wood, 
and brick), the 1907 Stock Show tent, and a small club building for social activities. 
It was a recurring pattern throughout the Stock Show’s history that new facilities 
would quickly be too small for the demand of the annual January event. As a result, 
structures were demolished and footprints enlarged at regular intervals. The 1972 
construction of the Expo Hall, Beef Palace, and Hall of Education, drastically 
changed the character of the area given the requisite demolition of two and three-
story barns, the club building, the Hollis & Platt barn, the Lamont Pavilion, and the 
Burlington Warehouse. The 1989 bond approved by Denver voters would further 
change the spatial organization of Character Area 5. Facilities today occupy larger 
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footprints than in the past. There are no interstitial spaces between major facilities 
as there had been during the earlier years of the Stock Show, and Lafayette Street 
was removed. Major buildings in place today include the Hall of Education, the Expo 
Hall, Stadium Hall, Beef Palace, and the historic Stadium Arena. 

Historic era plans show the Stadium Arena and rail line crossings in place by 1909. 
By 1938, the area is well defined by 46th Avenue to the South, the Stadium Arena, 
and a series of eight barns and related facilities oriented to the rail lines, with many 
interstitial spaces. By 1972, building footprints have expanded and are slightly 
consolidated. 

Potential Interpretive Themes  

• The National Western Center  
o National Western Stock Show 

 Events 
• Rodeo participants/Equestrians 
• Society Night 
• Mexican American and African American rodeos 
• Famous animals 

o Five Minutes to Midnight 
 Partnerships 
 Economy 
 Education (National, CSU) 
 Entertainment 
 Volunteers 
 Exhibitors (Day in the life through the eras) 
 Food Trends (Prohibition, Cracker Jack, etc.) 

o Livestock Trading 
 Selling animals 
 Showing animals 
 Impacts and connections on economies 

• Local (business, Stock Show, families) 
• National (Chicago, Texas) 
• Regional buyers and traders 
• Association with Chicago 
• International (British, Mexico, Canada) 

• Agriculture and Ranching 
o Breeding 
o Sales 

• Transportation and Infrastructure 
o Streets: 46th Avenue Parkway before I-70 
o Autos 
o I-70: changing traffic patterns between Coliseum and Stadium Arena 
o Historic trolley on Lafayette Street 
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SELECT CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS 
• 1900: Hollis and Platt Building constructed at 4686 Lafayette Street 
• 1907: Two-story brick barn built parallel to the railroad tracks, with steers on 

the first floor and sheeps and hogs on the second floor. A single story barn 
was also in existence. 

• 1907: A monster tent made by Shaefer Tent and Awning Co. became the talk 
of the 1907 show. The largest tent of its kind ever built, it measured 140 feet 
by 275 feet. It was sited just north of the current Stadium Arena. 

• 1909: Stadium Arena (National Amphitheater) was built with brick walls, a 
modern wood roof on steel trusses, and glass windows. During the stock 
show, the building was festooned with red and green banners, crescent-
shaped American flags, and brightened by electric lights. The Arena and 
barns were used predominantly by the DUSY throughout the year and by the 
Stock Show for only the 6 to 8 days it was held. 

• 1910: Three-story brick horse and cattle barn built north of the amphitheater 
fronting Lafayette Street. 

• 1910: National Western Club built north of the horse barn on the corner of 
47th Avenue and Lafayette Street. 

• 1911: National Western Club established on the NW corner of Lafayette 
Street, a two story brick building with the club on the second floor 

• 1931: Lamont Pavilion built for cattle auctions and named after President 
Lamont. 

• 1940: Quonset Huts built to house livestock. 
• 1942: Concrete WPA Cattle Hall built west of the Stadium Arena. 
• 1950: NWSS purchased the Hollis and Platt cattle barn building on the east 

side of Lafayette Street from the Denver Union Stock Yards (DUSY) for 
$50,000; Ward Hotel also purchased. 

• 1964: Completion of the I-70 viaduct bisected the area between the Stadium 
Arena and Denver Coliseum. NWSS Stock Show development continues north 
of I-70 and west of Brighton Boulevard. 

• 1972: Hollis and Platt Building demolished to make way for the Hall of 
Education; Ward’s Hotel demolished. 

• 1972: Two-story and three-story brick barns and NW Club Building 
demolished to make way for the Hall of Education. 

• 1973: Hall of Education, Horse Center, and Beef Palace constructed and 
opened just five days before the 1973 Stock Show. 

• 1989: $30 million bond issue approved by voters to fund new NWC 
expansion to allow year round activities. 

• 1990: Cattle Hall demolished  
• 1991: Expo Hall, Stadium Hall and connecting link build using $30 million 

bond which changed traffic patterns at Lafayette Street 
• 2015: Rapid Transit District (RTD) expansion 
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Character Area 5 images 

 
Figure 11: pre 1944 aerial of the area with the character area highlighted 

 
Figure 12: 1933 aerial of the Stadium Arena area 
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Figure 13: 1934 railroad and underpass that connects the yards to the stadium 
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Figure 14: 1909 photograph of the Stadium Arena 
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Figure 15: 1909 stadium arena and streetcar 

 
Figure 16: 1933 Hog Market was located on the west side of Packinghouse Drive, just outside the 
Character Area boundary. 
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Figure 17: 1925 photograph of BNSF right-of-way on the west side of 46th Avenue looking northwest. 
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CHARACTER AREA 6: EQUESTRIAN CENTER,  
LIVESTOCK CENTER AND STOCKYARDS 
Area Description and Key Map  

The Equestrian Center, Livestock Center and Stockyards are located north of Bettie 
Cram Drive and west of the BNSF/RTD rail corridor. This area is currently the 
livestock yards for NWSS and also includes surface parking lots and some industrial 
uses. The site area is approximately 30 acres. 

Key Facilities and Public Spaces 

Facilities 

• The Livestock Hall is a 221,000 GSF arena 
facility that will house livestock shows, family 
shows, conventions, banquet hall, lecture 
space, sporting and entertainment events 
year round (P). 
• Livestock Hall Arena is a 700 seat, 
103,000 GSF livestock sales and lecture space 
attached to the Livestock Hall (P). 
• Stockyards Events Center has two major 
facilities combined under a single roof: 
o Stockyard Auction is a 10,000 GSF 
terraced seating arena used for livestock 
sales, classroom space and possible 
performing arts events (P). 
o The Stockyard Show Arena is 

located in the center of the stockyards adjacent to the Stockyard 
Auction and is used for livestock shows and sales during the Stock 
Show and for year-round events. It is a 24,000 GSF facility (P). 

• Armour & Company Meat Packing Plant Office and Water Tower is a 
two story historic building is recommended to be nominated as a Denver 
Historic Landmark. (E) The water tower will remain in the new Stockyards 
and be an integral part of the new site (E). Before used by Armour, it served 
as offices for the Colorado Packing and Provision Company before 1917. 

• The Equestrian Barn is a 220,000 GSF multi-use arena to house equine and 
livestock events and entertainment functions throughout the year (P). Two 
paddocks and warm-up spaces are attached (P). 
The Equestrian Arenas are comprised of a small (76,000 GSF) arena and 
large (111,000 GSF) arena for equine, livestock and smaller entertainment 
events including horse shows, lectures, horse and livestock sales, animal 
shows and indoor festivals (P). 

Public Space 
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• Livestock Center Plaza is a plaza north of the Livestock Hall. This plaza is 
used for outdoor displays, vendor booths, displays and exhibits (P). 

• Catwalks will run north/south through the Stockyards and have a similar 
use to the existing catwalk that is in the yards today (P). 

Historic Development and Character 

Character Area 6 is distinguished by the presence of the stockyards and animal 
pens. The footprint of the pens has been relatively consistent over time. The role of 
the area has been primarily to separate and confine animals brought to the NWC by 
train or truck as well as process animals on-site at one of several processing plants 
located on the west perimeter of the character area. Penned animals were 
examined for purchase via the catwalks. A system of rail lines and spurs provided 
infrastructure critical for the operation of the stockyards. Rail lines were owned and 
constructed by the DUSY and operated under joint tenancy agreement by various 
railroads, including the DRIR. Rail development and adjacent business operations 
were a major influence to how the area evolved. 

Both the Colorado/Armour Packing Company and the Western/Swift Packing 
Company each built significant meat processing facilities here, which were 
separated by a large sheep barn complex. Processors found a benefit in locating 
physically close to the NWSS - educating everyday stock growers on the true value 
of the product they are bringing to market and compare that to the best efforts of 
the experienced feeders who also attend the shows. Processors have found less 
difficulty in dealing with men who know the value of their animals. They made great 
efforts to promote and work with the Stock Show to make the exhibitions popular. 
The inaugural canvas tent that housed the Stock Show in 1906 was located in 
Character Area 6, just northeast of the Livestock Exchange Buildings. 

Western/Swift and Armour’s operations eventally ceased with the larger trend of 
movement of animal processing out of urban areas to rural areas and online/video 
stock auctions, and the buildings and barns were demolished thereafter. 

It should be noted the close relationship in character and planning of Character 
Areas 6 and 10. Key facilities in Area 10, such as the Livestock Exchange, were 
wholly dependent on successful operation, expansion and management of the 
stockyards, animal pens, and adjacent meat processing facilities, which were the 
dominant uses in Area 6. 

Historic era plans show significant building development in Character Area 6 by 
1909. The sheep barn and the infancy of the meat packing plants north and south 
of it are evident. The footprint of the stockyards show as well. Overall, development 
in this era is oriented along the rail lines. By 1938, the meat packing facilities are 
expanded to capacity, and they would remain in this footprint until 1965. By 2017, 
the meat packing facilities have been more or less demolished, except for the 
vacant Armour Administration Building, its associated water tower and the sheep 
barn, which has been adapted to a new use.  
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Potential Interpretive Themes  

• National Western Stock Show 
• Livestock Trading 

o Selling animals 
o Showing animals 
o Impacts and connections on economies 

 Local (business, Stock Show, families) 
 National (Chicago, Texas) 
 Regional buyers and traders 
 Association with Chicago 
 International (British) 

• Development patterns 
o Evolution and change 
o Expansion over time 
o Demolition of historic fabric for parking lots 
o Construction types (utilitarian materials and types) 

• Organization and operations 
o Circulation and access 

• Agriculture and Ranching 
o Cattle-drives 
o Livestock production (cattle, hogs, sheep, horses, mules) 
o Meatpacking 
o Animal products (soap, tallow, etc.) 
o Breeding 
o Sales 
o Technology – how ag businesses are on forefront of technological 

innovation 
• Transportation and Infrastructure 

o Railroads 
 Role of DUSY of owning and building rail 
 Role of rail operators (DRIR) 
 Role of companies (Swift, Armour, smelters, etc.) in rail and 

spur development  
o Bridges 

• Settlement, Planning and Urbanization 
o Hard physical labor in smelters, meatpacking plants, stockyards 

 
SELECT CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS 

• 1886: Chutes and ramps were constructed for the easy offloading of animals 
shipped in by rail, and stockyard pens began to proliferate on the site 

• 1892-1987: Colorado Packing and Provisions/Armour Packing Company 
established on north side of old sheep barns stretching west from National 
western Drive (Packinghouse Road) to the South Platte River. The old Armour 
Office Building and water tower survive at 2501 National Western Drive. 
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• 1898: Free barbeque promoted at the stockyards ended up in a riot after the 
event gave out too many free meal tickets 

• 1904-1977: Western Packing/Swift Packing Company established on west 
side of National Western Drive (Packinghouse Road) to the South Platte 
River, on the south side of the old sheep barn. Buildings razed in 1977. 

• 1906: First stockshow tent set up near the Union Stock Yards Hotel and the 
railroad, in between the tracks and the maze of wooden pens in the yards 

• circa 1909: Sheep barns first appear on promotional materials for the 
National Western Stock Show 

• 1929: Expansion of sheep barn made it the reputed largest sheep market in 
the world 

• 1929 circa: Construction of sheep animal bridge 
• 1966-67: An air-conditioned, 500 seat auction arena, the Livestock Center, 

was built by Denver Union Stock Yards (DUSY) next to the Livestock 
Exchange Building and made it possible to conduct cattle sales indoors. Seen 
as a last ditch effort to retain influence over the stockyards. 

• 1977: Former Swift site became a parking lot 
• 1999: Stockyards (“Pepsi”) Arena added 
• 1987: Fire at the plant Armour Packing Plant 
• 1987: Sheep barns razed 
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Character Area 6 images 

 
Figure 18: circa 1910-1918 photograph of the stockyards. Note two buildings completed at the 
Livestock Exchange (third saloon building missing until 1919). At right, note rail platform under 
construction to facilitate offloading animals from railcars down into pens. 
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Figure 19: circa 1944 Swift & Company 
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Figure 20: circa 1944 Swift & Company 



 

CULTURAL PLAN | Memo Name | 01.01.2018 36 
   

 
Figure 21: 1950 Swift & Company with stock pens, elevated walkway (under construction) and parking 
area in the foreground. Livestock Exchange Building at right. 
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Figure 22: 1947 Cattle truck-in chutes with adjustable and stationary docks 
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Figure 23: 1987 Armour Building Fire with the stockyards and Chute Office in the foreground 
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Figure 24: 1952 Lower Ramp Stock Overpass next to Sheep Barn 
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Figure 25: 1952 Stockyards and Swift & Company in the distance. Elevated catwalk with a sign 
reading: “Lowell Comm. Co.” is affixed to the handrail. 
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Figure 26: 1952 Stock Overpass on east side of Sheep Barn and Armour Water Tower behind it 

 
Figure 27: 1933 Photograph of the stockyards with part of the Chute Office on the left. Sheds at 
center with signs reading “A.A. Blakley Com. Co.” and “American Comm.” affixed to the roofs. 
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CHARACTER AREA 7: MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS 
Area Description and Key Map  

The Maintenance and Operations area is 
located south of Race Court and west of the 
BNSF/RTD rail tracks. The area includes site 
adaptation of approximately nine acres to 
provide space needs for parking, equipment 
storage and dirt/footing mix storage, as well 
as space for the Cattle Tie Area(s) during the 
annual Stock Show. The Maintenance and 
Operations Facility replaces the existing Etna 
Maintenance Building and Operations offices 
located at 5012 National Western Drive 
(a.k.a., Packing House Road). The site 
currently consists of industrial and warehouse 
uses with some freight rail access. 

Key Facilities and Public Spaces 
 
Facilities 

• The Maintenance and Operations facility is a 58,200 GSF building (P). 

Public Space  

• Tie-outs totaling 5.6 acres surround the Maintenance building on both the 
west and east sides (P). 

Historic Development and Character 

Character Area 7 is distinguished by the continuous, but evolving, presence of 
animal pens and stockyard facilities over time. Riverside Cemetery is located north 
of the Character Area. Race Court (Race ‘Street’ on the maps) has been a 
prominent circulation element since at least 1890. The stockyard facilities nearly 
occupied the entire site at one point, but the footprint shrank over time as parking 
facilities were prioritized and an employment office was set up along Packinghouse 
Road (now National Western Center Drive). Rail lines owned/constructed by DUSY 
and operated by DRIR have been present here since the late 1870s. Rail 
development and adjacent business operations were a major influence to how the 
area evolved. Character Area 7 has a significant relationship in character and 
planning to both Character Area 6 and 10.  

Historic era plans show no information for this area in 1906. By 1938 pens had 
extended into this area including a haybarn and some smaller structures. By the 
mid-1960s the pens have expanded further and a scale house and elevated 
walkways are evident. By 2017 the pens have contracted and some smaller 
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structures have been removed and large warehouses occupy the north side of the 
site area south of Race Court. 

Potential Interpretive Themes  

• The National Western Center  
o Livestock Trading 

 Selling animals 
 Showing animals 

• Development patterns 
o Evolution and change 
o Expansion over time 
o Circulation and access 
o Construction types (utilitarian materials and types) 
o Historic buildings 

 Windsock Building 
 Etna Building 

• Agriculture and Ranching 
o Cattle-drives 
o Livestock production (cattle, hogs, sheep, horses, mules) 
o Meatpacking 
o Animal products (soap, tallow, etc.) 
o Breeding 
o Sales 
o Technology 

• Transportation and Infrastructure 
o Colby Mountain Pipe 
o Railroads 

 Role of DUSY of owning and building rail 
 Role of rail operators (DRIR) 
 Role of companies (Swift, Armour, smelters, etc.) in rail and 

spur development  
 

SELECT CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS 
• circa 1930:The stockyards extended through most of the open land north and 

south of the Livestock Exchange Building to Race Court. 
• circa 1936: Employment office added along east side of railroad south of 

Race Court. 
• 1934-36: Race Street (Court) railroad and Brighton Boulevard underpass 

present (See Figure 22). Race Court appears as unpaved. 
• 1970s: Industrial development and redevelopment took place along the north 

and south sides of Race Court and Packinghouse Road. Stockyards area 
reduced and converted to employee parking. 

• 1970s-1980s: DUSY sold off former stockyards and pen areas for industrial 
development 
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• 1980: International Paper Warehouse built at 5135 Race Court with various 
bay doors on south elevation, west elevation with six large bay doors and 
railroad acess to the Denver Rock Island line 

• 1990s: Additional warehouses were built on the north end of the site near 
Race Court, in an area that had formerly been animal pens.  

Character Area 7 images 

 
Figure 28: 1936 aerial of the area looking southwest 
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Figure 29: 1952 aerial looking north with the character area highlighted 
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Figure 30: 1956 aerial 
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Figure 31: 1950 Western Beef Factory Race Court Feedlot 
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CHARACTER AREA 8: SOUTH CAMPUS 
Area Description and Key Map  

The South Campus is located east of the South Platte River and west of the 
BNSF/RTD rail tracks just south of the Livestock Exchange building complex. This 
area contains two buildings built during the historic period by Swift & Company, the 
Artist Studio in 1918 and the McConnell Welders in 1930. The McDonald Farm 

Enterprises came after 1967. 

Key Facilities and Public Spaces 

• Three buildings, the McConnell 
Welders, Artist Studio, and McDonald Farm 
Enterprises, are in private third party 
ownership and will remain in place (E). 

Historic Development and Character – 
Character Area 8 includes buildings 
associated with the expansion of Swift & 
Company’s operations along the South Platte 
River. Rail development and adjacent 
business operations were a major influence 
to how the area evolved. 

Historic era plans show the Swift & Company 
operations expanding by the 1930s to include 
buildings such as the present day McConnell 

Welders and Artists Studio (poultry house and creamery). By the mid-1960s this 
area shows those buildings remain in place. By 2017 all that remains of the larger 
Swift & Company complex are the McConnell Welders building and the Artists 
Studio, and the McDonald Farm Enterprises building has been constructed. 

Potential Interpretive Themes  

• Economy 
o Impacts and connections on economies 

 Local (business, families) 
 Regional buyers and traders 

• Development patterns 
o Evolution and change 
o Expansion over time 

• Transportation and Infrastructure 
o Railroads 

 Role of DUSY of owning and building rail 
 Role of rail operators (DRIR) 
 Role of companies (Swift, Armour, smelters, etc.) in rail and 

spur development  
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• Settlement, Planning and Urbanization 
o Denver Development 

 Economy 
 Culture 

SELECT CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS 
• 1918: Artist Studio constructed 
• 1930: McConnell Welders constructed 

 

Character Area 8 images 

 
Figure 32: 1950 aerial with the character area highlighted 
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CHARACTER AREA 9: DENVER COLISEUM 
Area Description and Key Map  

The Denver Coliseum site is located south of 
I-70 and West of Brighton Boulevard and 
includes 30.4 acres. The site currently 
houses the Denver Coliseum, an attached 
horse barn for rodeo events, and 2,240 
surface parking spaces. While the Master 
Plan does not identify specific uses for the 
Denver Coliseum site, it is considered a 
critical component of the NWC overall 
planning effort and as such should 
redeveloped with uses that complement the 
overall vision and goals of the NWC. 

Key Facilities and Public Spaces 
 
Existing Facilities  

• Denver Coliseum opened in 1952 as 
Denver’s premier entertainment venue. The reuse potential of the Denver 
Coliseum must also be studied. Previous NAIOP studies for the site have 
identified some possible uses such as a conference center, flex-tech campus, 
center for creating art, interactive museum and a performing arts center.  

• Globeville Landing Park is located at the southwest corner of the Denver 
Coliseum site and provides direct access to the South Platte River. This park 
is currently underutilized and provides a good open space asset adjacent to 
new development on the Coliseum site (E).  

• The South Platte River Trail runs through Globeville Landing Park and links 
to downtown (E). 

• Coliseum Plaza and Under I-70 When new development occurs at the 
Denver Coliseum site, public space will be a critical component to help to tie 
the site with the NWC under I-70. The area fronting onto Bettie Cram Drive 
and the area directly north of the Coliseum under I-70 should be a 
continuation of the Colorado Commons public space and provide additional 
opportunities for small events and unique uses and events that require larger 
areas of covered, hard surface area.  

Historic Development and Character 

Character Area 9 is distinguished by the Denver Coliseum, opened in 1952. The 
facility’s planning and construction reflected the long-time need for more arena 
space to support high attendance events and rodeo activities that were becoming 
more important at the Stock Show. The new Coliseum was designed to complement 
the Stadium Arena in size, form, placement, and design. The area’s development 
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was also an expression of the NWSS’s interest in cooperating with the city, 
exhibitors, and other event boosters to share in the financing of a large facility that 
could meet demand of the event. The area was significantly impacted by the I-70 
viaduct, which created a major barrier between the NWC historic complex and the 
Coliseum. The Coliseum venue was where many “firsts” took place for women and 
minorities involved with the rodeo and related events. In 1985, women barrel 
racers went on strike citing unequal pay, and their demands were eventually met 
by event organizers. In 1983, the venue hosted a gay rodeo. For years the NWSS 
has sponsored a Martin Luther King Day rodeo and two Mexican rodeos. The annual 
Native American Pow-wow is another major event takes place at the Coliseum. 

Historic era plans begin showing development in this area in the mid-1960s with 
the Coliseum and a barn. By 2017, the Coliseum and barn remain with other areas 
used for parking. Globeville Landing Park and I-70 appear along the edge. 

Potential Interpretive Themes  

• The National Western Center  
o National Western Stock Show 

 Events 
• Rodeo participants/Equestrians 
• Mexican American and African American rodeos 
• Famous animals (Midnight) 
• Tournaments and high school events 
• 4-H Clubs 

o Partnerships 
o Economy 
o Education (National, CSU) 
o Entertainment 
o Volunteers 
o Exhibitors (Day in the life through the eras) 
o Food Trends (Prohibition, Cracker Jack, etc.) 

• Other events 
o PE Exams (State PE exam at the Stock Show facilities) 
o “Naked Baby Contest” 
o Polo tournaments 
o High School Graduations (for areas schools at Denver Coliseum) 
o Native American Pow-wow (Denver Coliseum in March) 

• Transportation and Infrastructure 
o Autos 
o I-70: changing traffic patterns between Coliseum and Stadium Arena 
o Bridges 

• Settlement, Planning and Urbanization 
o U.S. Westward Expansion 

 Denver Development – embracing Stock Show, impact of Stock 
Show on Denver 
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• Economy 
• Culture 

• Education and Research 
o Stock show-agricultural science 
o CSU 
o School classes 
o Clubs and organizations 

SELECT CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS 
• 1883: The Omaha and Grant Smelter and 350’ tall iconic smoke stack was 

built west of the Coliseum site where the large parking lot is currently 
located. 

• circa 1947: After years of discussion, A Citizens Committee for the Stock 
Show Stadium Fund Campaign was formed under a cooperative venture to 
build a new arena. Livestock exhibitors began contributing a portion of their 
sales ($150,000), the city did fundraising ($500,000) and other stock yard 
groups would raise the remainder ($100,000). The railroads donated land 
where the arena would be built and parking lots 

• 1949: September ground breaking for new arena  
• 1950: Grant Smelter 350’ tall stack is demolished only after 13 days of 

continuous dynamiting and public spectacle. 
• 1951: On October 16, City Council names the new stadium Denver Coliseum, 

much to the disgust of the number of NWSS fundraisers who hoped the name 
would include National Western or Stock Show. 

• 1951-1952: Denver Coliseum built 
• 1951-1952: Overpass built over E. 46th Ave. to connect Coliseum and 

Stadium Arena 
• 1952: Coliseum opens in January; the rodeo, most horse events, and large 

cattle groups moved to the Coliseum while most livestock events remained in 
the Stadium Arena. 

• 1953: A new horse show rodeo barn was constructed west of the Coliseum 
• 1956: Westernaires, a equestrian drill team and Stock Show mainstay event, 

first appear at NW. 
• 1962: Construction begins on the new elevated Highway I-70, throwing up 

another barrier between the NW core complex and the Coliseum. The old 
ped/livestock overpass chute was demolished and a new underpass at 46th 
Avenue would replace it. 

• 1966: Portion of the open area between Coliseum and rodeo horse barn was 
enclosed with a permanent building erected by NWSS at its own expense; 
this took rodeo and show horses out of the snow and cold winter weather. 

• 1977: Coliseum parking expansion where demolished processing plants once 
stood 
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Character Area 9 images 

 
Figure 33: 1936 aerial with part of the character area highlighted 

 
Figure 34: c.1952 aerial with part of the character area highlighted and newly constructed Denver 
Coliseum in foreground. 
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CHARACTER AREA 10: BETTIE CRAM DRIVE/MAIN STREET 
(CSU/WSSA/LIVESTOCK EXCHANGE) 
Area Description and Key Map  

The Livestock Exchange area is west of the BNSF/RTD rail tracks, east of the South 
Platte River, and straddles the north section of the proposed Bettie Cram Drive, 
which will serve as the main street through the campus. This area contains the 
three buildings associated with the Livestock Exchange built between 1898 and 

1919, and includes the oldest building on 
site. 

Key Facilities and Public Spaces 

Facilities 

• The Livestock Exchange Building 
(also known as the Denver Union Stockyards 
Building), is an important historic resource 
for the NWC and can serve as a critical link 
along Bettie Cram Drive (E). 
• CSU Equine Sports Medicine 
Facility is a 78,000 GSF state of the art clinic 
facility dedicated to equine sports medicine 
and education and is directly adjacent to the 
Equestrian Center along Race Court (P). 
• CSU-Water Resource Center is a 
collaborative effort of Denver’s higher 
learning institution and the local water 

resources agency. Expected to be upwards of 85,000 GSF facility it will be a 
state of the art research facility that will focus on regional water/river 
research, water/river education and outreach (P). 

Public Spaces 

• Bettie Cram Drive (also in Character Area 5) will be a new road between 
Washington Street and Brighton Boulevard providing access to almost all of 
the major venues at the NWC. It will be a two-lane street with continuous 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and provide a new “gateway” across the 
river from the west and connect Elyria-Swansea to Globeville (P). 

Historic Development and Character – Character Area 10 is distinguished by the 
continuous presence of the Livestock Exchange Buildings, constructed between 
1898 and 1919. Inside the Livestock Exchange the auctions and business 
transactions that took place in the stockyards were made official. It served as the 
epicenter of the livestock market for buyers, sellers, brokers, dealers, railroad 
companies and operators, bankers, and a number of other agribusinesses. The first 
annual National Western Stock Show took place in January 1906 in a canvas circus 
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tent erected near the Livestock Exchange Building. Rail development and adjacent 
business operations were a major influence to how the area evolved. Character 
Area 10 has a significant relationship in character and planning to both Character 
Areas 6 and 7.  

Historic era plans show the first Livestock Exchange Building appearing in 1898 
along with an early portion of the Swift & Company slaughterhouse. By 1920 the 
later additions to the Livestock Exchange Building appear and by 1925 pens frame 
the buildings. By the mid-1960s this area shows its full buildout of facilities. By 
2017 the Livestock Exchange Buildings remain, but are no longer fully used. 

Potential Interpretive Themes  

• The National Western Center  
• National Western Stock Show 
• Events 

• Partnerships 
• Economy 

o Livestock Trading 
o Selling animals 
o Showing animals 
o Impacts and connections on economies 

 Local (business, Stock Show, families) 
 National (Chicago, Texas) 
 Regional buyers and traders 
 Association with Chicago 
 International (British) 

• Development patterns 
o Evolution and change 
o Expansion over time 

• Agriculture and Ranching 
o Cattle-drives 
o Livestock production (cattle, hogs, sheep, horses, mules) 
o Breeding 
o Sales 
o Technology – how ag businesses are on forefront of technological 

innovation 
• Transportation and Infrastructure 

o Railroads 
 Role of DUSY of owning and building rail 
 Role of rail operators (DRIR) 

• Settlement, Planning and Urbanization 
o U.S. Westward Expansion 
o Denver Development – embracing Stock Show, impact of Stock Show 

on Denver 
 Economy 
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 Culture 
o Prominent Society ties  
o Social Fabric of Neighborhoods 

 Community organizations such as Ladies Auxillary, sports 
teams, fraternal clubs, schools, facilities for working mothers 

SELECT CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS 
• 1886: Original Livestock Exchange Building constructed, a two-story building 

with hipped roof between the current Livestock Exchange Building and the 
railroad tracks 

• 1887: Original Livestock Exchange Building adds the Union Stock Yards Hotel 
at the same location 

• 1898: New Livestock Exchange Building constructed 
• 1916: Livestock Exchange Building addition 1 
• 1917: National Western Stock Show Coffee Shop constructed 
• 1919 Livestock Exchange Building addition 2 

 

Character Area 10 images 

 
Figure 35: circa 1900 Livestock Exchange Building 
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Figure 36: 1917-1918 Livestock Exchange Building. Note two buildings completed at the Livestock 
Exchange (third saloon building missing until 1919). 

 
Figure 37: 1950 aerial with the character area highlighted 
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Figure 38: 1934 photograph of Livestock Exchange Building façade (right) and stockyards garage (left) 
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Figure 39: 1950 CB&Q Docks 
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Figure 40: 1934 photograph of rails and south side of the Livestock Exchange Building. In the late 
1930s, these east-west rails were removed as part of the Jersey Cutoff. 
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Figure 41: 1950 wooden walkway over stockyard pens behind the Livestock Exchange Building 
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HISTORIC ERA MAPS  
 

INTRODUCTION 
This section presents historic era plans that document the evolution of the area in 
general terms, to capture the way in which the NWC would have been experienced 
historically. A series of four maps illustrate changes in a place that was continually 
evolving in use, form and structure. These historic era plans help one understand 
the nature of change and provide context to those historic resources that survive. 
In many cases, only one or two buildings, along with some key site features, 
remain to convey these various eras and themes of development. Seeing these 
resources in their earlier contexts helps convey their importance and provides a 
basis for developing strategies to interpret the heritage of the site as a part of 
placemaking plans. 

The maps should be understood as general representations of the site form and 
function in key eras, not as exact snapshots in time. The four key eras are: 

• Map 1: 1890 – 1909 
o Documenting the early development of stock trading and processing as 

well as the early days of the Stock Show 
• Map 2: 1929 – 1938 

o Documenting an era of expanding meat packing, livestock trading and 
growth in the NWSS 

• Map 3: 1950s – 1967 
o Documenting the continued expansion of NWSS facilities and the peak 

of the meat pack facilities 
• Map 4: 2017 

o Documenting the removal of meat packing facilities giving way to a 
more singular focus on the NWSS 

Note that gaps in time exist among these four era maps. That reflects a lack of 
adequate information or periods in which changes occurred incrementally without a 
substantial difference from the subsequent map. Also note that, for ease of 
reference, the study area is described as the NWC throughout the historic era 
maps, even though that name was not used in early periods. 

These historic era maps are based largely on historic Sanborn insurance maps, 
supplemented by historic photographs and aerial images when those resources 
were available. The existence of Sanborn maps was the primary determinant in 
determing the time periods. However, because the National Western Center (NWC) 
was originally on the outskirts of town, the early City of Denver Sanborn maps don’t 
provide complete coverage of the context around the core NWC area. Often, 
portions of the NWC only appear as insets on the Sanborn maps, which don’t 
portray geographical connections and context.  
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The following narrative describes the evolution and change at the NWC site for each 
map. Information contained in the Sanborn maps also helps indicate building uses, 
and this is noted.  

MAP 1: 1890-1909 
During this time the area changed from the early smelting and refining factories 
that had been the primary focus of the neighborhood in the 1870’s and 1880’s. 
Most of these smelters, including the Argo Smelting Works and the Holden Smelter 
(Globeville Smelter) were built outside of the project area boundary. During this 
time residential and commercial development in Elyria, Swansea and Globeville 
began to coalesce into working class neighborhoods that were tied to the industrial 
and manufacturing jobs at the smelters. 

In 1881, the Denver Union Stock Yard Company was founded and located to the 
current NWC location, drawn by the convenient location near the Platte River and 
adjacent to rail lines. In 1886, the DUSY was purchased and reincorporated by the 
Kansas City Stockyards. By 1890, cattle pens already were dominant features 
between the two railroads and along the east bank of the Platte River. Meat packing 
plants and other animal industries began to locate near the cattle yards, with small 
establishments on both sides of the River and toward the south end of the NWC 
site. By 1890, a handful of livestock industry buildings were located along the 
eastern portion of the NWC, including a slaughterhouse (48), Colorado Packing 
Company (38) (which later became the Western Packing Company, then the Swift 
Packing Company), and the Sheep Barns (8) (Le Mouton/Historic Sheep Pens). 
Buildings to store hay for the livestock, such as the Hay Barn (10) (now the King 
Energy Inc., Building) often flanked these buildings and were found throughout the 
site.  

Other supporting structures that existed during this time were Stock Yard Sheds 
(46), a Scale House (45), a Horse Shed (44) and the Denver Union Stock Yards 
Hotel (41). In 1898 the first portion of the existing Livestock Exchange Building 
(D.U.S.Y.) was constructed (3). By 1903, the Colorado Packing & Provision 
Company had opened a new plant farther north (39) (which would later become the 
Armour & Company), and its southern site became the Western Packing Company 
(38) (Swift Packing Company). The Water Tower (22) (Armour Water Tower) was 
constructed near the new Colorado Packing & Provision site. Soon after, Cudahy 
packing plant was established on the east side of the NWC site (40). Many workers 
commuted to work at the meat packing plants using the streetcar lines that came 
to Elyria in 1892. These lines ran up Brighton Boulevard, Lafayette Street, and 
along 47th Street. 

It was during this time that the National Western Stock Show began operation - in 
1906. This would initiate a new phase for the NWC, as the site would transition 
overtime towards an identity more closely linked to the events of the Stock Show 
itself. The Stock Show’s popularity led to new construction oriented towards its 
events, the largest of which was the Stadium Arena (2) (National Amphitheatre). 
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Constructed in 1909, the Arena provided a permanent home for the events of the 
National Western Stock Show, which had until then been held in temporary canvas 
tents.  

The adjacent Elyria neighborhood had by this time developed into a thriving 
working class community. Much of the neighborhood had developed earlier than 
this period, but is not mapped. Buildings in this time period included the Mueller 
Saloon/Elyria Apartments (14), the E.G. Trading Post (15), ), 4701 Brighton Blvd. 
(El  Duranguense Market) (97), and multiple residences (16) (17) (18) (19) (21). 

MAP 2: 1929-1938 
By this time period, large meat packing companies took the place of the smaller 
scale packers. Massive development accompanied this shift in order to expand 
operations. Armour & Company took over the northern packing plant that was 
previously Colorado Packing & Provision Company (39). Additions included new 
loading, storage and shipping rooms, as well as a large engine room. New buildings 
on the site included a new Hay Barn (Brands Building) (9) and a Stock Barn (55), 
and more notably, the Armour Office Building (7). Similarly, Swift & Company took 
over the Western Packing Company (38), significantly expanding the site. Additions 
included a large engine room, more packing rooms, a machine shop and fertilizer 
houses. The Cudahy Meat Packing Plant (40) expanded and was supplied with 
animals via a flyover structure that transported animals across the open cattle pens 
area, from east to west. Additional hog barns (58) (now the Bio Energy Building) 
were added adjacent to the sheep barns, which had also been expanded. 
Construction followed the rail lines north and included additional supporting 
structures such as the Hay Barn (56) The result of all this development was a dense 
cluster of meat-packing-related buildings along the western edge of the NWC. This 
cluster provided a backdrop that framed the central cattle pens area in-between the 
two railroads. 

By 1929 the original 1898 Livestock Exchange Building (3) had its two additions, 
one from 1916 and one from 1919. The NWSS Coffee House (4) (garage) was 
constructed adjacent to the Livestock Exchange Buildings. The McConnell Welders 
(5) (garage) and Artist Studio (6) (Poultry House & Creamery) were added to the 
west of the Livestock Exchange Building. Additional Scale Houses were added (61) 
and (60) in the yards area. 

Construction around the Stadium Arena also increased in intensity during this 
period, including a large rectangular addition to the west of the Stadium. New 
buildings included a Textile Mill (54) and a Stock Show Building (53). Other than 
small scale-houses and hay barns, the gridded area of pens between the railroads 
remained relatively uninterrupted. Catwalks, ramps and chutes provided a 
circulation network for people and animals. 
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MAP 3: 1950’S-1967 
The NWSS continued to grow through the 1940’s and 1950’s, extending pens 
northward to Race Street, as well as westward and southward. Continued 
expansion of the NWC eastward caused demolition of more residential and 
commercial structures along Humboldt Street, Franklin Street and Baldwin Court.  

The Denver Coliseum (1), along with its subsequent Concrete Barn addition (65) 
was the major development in the decades in the 1950’s-1965 time period. The 
Coliseum provided a new higher capacity venue that could accommodate larger 
events. The Stadium Arena (2), however, was still used for smaller events and 
auctions, and the building received additions for “back-of-house” functions, 
including the WPA Barn.  

This time period was one of significant change in meat processing. As the meat 
packing industry changed and operations moved out of cities, the large packing 
plants at the NWC declined and eventually closed. The last of the plants at the NWC 
shut its doors in the 1970’s. This trend was reflected in the built environment, as 
none of the meat packing plants had any major additions or new construction in the 
decades leading up to the 1960’s. Indicative of the reduction in livestock sales, the 
number of pens was in decline by the 1960’s. Clearing of pens from the northern 
part of the yards made room for new industrial buildings that would appear in the 
1970’s and 80’s. 

MAP 4: 2017 
In the decades since the decline of the meat packing plants, the NWC continued to 
thrive as a Stock Show and livestock convention. The site took on a markedly 
different appearance as the Show itself and various events became the 
predominate focus of NWC. The increasing importance of the automobile also had a 
strong effect. The shuttered meat packing plants were demolished and replaced 
with parking lots. The construction of the Interstate 70 viaduct in the 1970’s 
bisected the site, separating the southern portion containing the Coliseum from the 
rest of the NWC.  

The cattle yards that once sprawled to Race Street were reduced in area to make 
room for new industrial buildings along Race Street and National Western Drive. 
Supporting buildings around the Stadium Arena were replaced in the 70’s and 90’s 
with the Hall of Education, Stadium Hall and Expo Hall that wrapped the Arena 
structure. The Event Center, EC Barn and Paddock replaced existing development 
to the northeast of the Stadium Arena complex. 

As in previous periods, the eastward expansion of the NWC (along with the 
construction of the interstate) resulted in more demolitions on the interface with 
the Elyria neighborhood, leaving only the Mueller Saloon/Elyria Apartments (14), 
the E.G. Trading Post (15), 4701 Brighton Blvd. (El Duranguense Market) (97) and 
a few residences (16) (17) (18) (19) (21). 
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While overall the site has changed significantly, notable historic buildings remain on 
the site. Notable buildings include the Sheep Barns (8), the Armour Water Tower 
(22), the Amour Office Building (7), and numerous hay barns and scale houses. 
Other historic buildings include the Livestock Exchange Building with its two 
additions (3), the NWSS Coffee House (4) (garage), the McConnell Welders (5) 
(garage), and the Artist Studio (6) (Poultry House & Creamery). Finally, the 
Coliseum (1) and Stadium Arena (2) also exist at the southern end of the site. 

 

 

 

 

 


	Introduction
	character areas memo methodology
	relationship to NWc mASTER pLAN
	CHARACTER AREAS OVERVIEW
	CHARACTER AREA 1: GLOBEVILLE NEIGHBORHOOD
	select chronological events

	CHARACTER AREA 2: south platte river
	select chronological events

	CHARACTER AREA 3: NWCC station and elyria neighborhood north
	select chronological events

	CHARACTER AREA 4: new arena and trade show/exhibition hall and west elyria neighborhood
	select chronological events

	CHARACTER AREA 5: colorado commons and stadium arena
	select chronological events

	CHARACTER AREA 6: EQUESTRIAN CENTER,  livestock center and stockyards
	select chronological events

	CHARACTER AREA 7: MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS
	select chronological events

	CHARACTER AREA 8: South campus
	select chronological events

	CHARACTER AREA 9: denver coliseum
	select chronological events

	CHARACTER AREA 10: bettie cram drive/main street (CSU/WSSA/Livestock exchange)
	select chronological events


	Historic Era Maps
	Introduction
	Map 1: 1890-1909
	Map 2: 1929-1938
	Map 3: 1950’s-1967
	Map 4: 2017


